
A REGULAR MEETING OF THE ONTONAGON COUNTY R.E.A. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS WAS HELD AT 500 JAMES K PAUL STREET 

ONTONAGON MICHIGAN 

Minutes 

June 13, 2024, 9:30 A.M. 

1. Hodges called the regular meeting to order at 9:30.

2. Roll Call - Hodges, Koski, Myhren, Gasperich, Gaunt, Lehto. Others Present: Interim Manager Aho, and

Attorney Greeley.

3. Member comment session -- Pat Kitzman came to speak.

4. M/S Myhren/Gaunt to accept the agenda with the following additions, 5.5 executive session, RUS form

7 under financial reports, and correspondence received from Wayne Schwarts as item 11.10, and to

adjust the agenda as necessary for time with item 11.4, presentation from Peninsula Solar, all in favor,

motion carried to approval the agenda.

5. M/S Koski/Myhren to approve the minutes of the May 17, 2024 Board Meeting, all in favor motion

carried.

5.5 Chair Hodges called for an executive session at 9:45. Resumed normal session at 10:04 

12.3 Peninsula Solar from Washington Street Marquette, Michigan, including Ben, Ian, Maggie, and Eric 

provided an update to a conversation they had with former CEO Soumis in the Winter. A future agenda 

item is the number or percent of renewable users we allow in the system. July or August agenda item. 

6. Attorney Reports - one half of the policies presented to Attorney Greeley for review have been

completed. He has also been working on the script for the annual meeting and general emails.

7. The Operations' Report was presented. Justin is unable to join us. He was attending a memorial

service. On his report item 1.1 The incident reported was a minor property damage accident between

our pick-up and the trailer. Currently 3,957 meters have been installed. See attached for the

complete report.

8. Interim Managers' Report was presented and is attached.

9. Financial Report

9.1 Financial Statements for period ended 4/30/2024

9.2 PSCR Over/Under Collection for period ended 05/31/2024 

9.3 RUS Form 7 needs to be signed and there were no Work Orders for the period. 

9.4 List of Bills - May 2024, were presented. 

M/S Koski/Gaunt to accept the reports of the Attorney, Operations, Interim Manager, approve the 

payments of the bills and sign the RUS form 7. All in favor motion passed. 

10. Business Requiring Board Action

10.1 Board Signatures for May 17, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes

11. Other Business

11.1 Annual Meeting Preparation - Discussion about the layout of the room, Chair Hodges went over his

presentation, there will be cards for questions available, and great door prizes. 

11.2 Youth Tour Update - They are currently in Washington D.C. and we will have a report next month 

and hopefully a presentation and next years' annual meeting. 

11.3 MECA Meeting Review - Interim Manager Aho attended the meeting and was very interested in the 

legislative information provided. 

11.4 Peninsula Solar Project see above. 

11.5 Appoint District 2 Director M/S Gaunt/Lehto to appoint Paul Koski to fill the District Two Director 

opening, all in favor, motion passed. 

11.6 CEO Position was discussed. M/S Koski/Gaunt to appoint Dallas Aho as the CEO effective today. 

Much discussion was held. Tom Sobek, retiring President and CEO of Presque Isle Electric and Gas 

Cooperative of Onaway, will mentor Aho for up to one year, and will be available for questions and 

answers as necessary after that time. Aho has the qualities of a CEO/General Manager. Each 

Director has high praises for Aho. The Chair called for a vote, all in favor, motion passed. 

11.7 Tom Sobeck Consultation Discussion - Chair Hodges and CEO Aho will be in contact with Tom to 

initiate the first of monthly visits. 

11.8 Policy Update - See attorney report above 

11.9 Director and Employee Training- There is a NRECA class in Grand Rapids in September to discuss 

the relationship between generation and distribution cooperatives. The Board discussed the 




